
Why am I Running for Commissioner of Texas City District 1? 

 

Political candidates are often asked the proverbial question, “why do you want to run?”  
Notably, many office seekers responses are arguably pervasively abstract given the hyperbolic 
rhetoric of modern politics. And, if I am honest, my preliminary answers to the inquiry seemed 
inadequately articulated. Therefore, self-reflection was merited. Thus, I inquired internally; Why 
am I running?  

 I asked myself a myriad of questions noted in this narrative. To begin, I pondered; is it 
because serving my community is a childhood dream that I desire to fulfill? Am I seeking Texas 
Cities District 1 as my grandmother was one of the first homeowners in the south acres 
community where I spent a large portion of my formative years? Am I running for office because 
I believe I owe it to my community to pay it forward to those who’ve invested and believed in 
me? Am I running to help create opportunities for Texas Cities District 1’s youth? Do I want to 
ensure my community is safe? Do I believe I can help establish peaceful community-police 
relationships? Is it my wife’s passion for supporting single mothers? Will I be able to answer my 
son, when he asks; what have I done to help the least vulnerable among us? Additionally, will I 
be able to look my daughters in the eye and candidly tell them they can be a CEO and make a 
comparable salary to their brother when they grew up? Or simply, is it my affinity for District 1?  

Proudly, I can answer all these questions with an ardent; Yes! Will the task be easy? No; 
as change is a laborious pursuit that demands hope coupled with viable action to be effective. 
Moreover, I want to be the catalyst for that change to ensure palpable policies that enable 
equitable opportunities for all regardless of race, religion, or socioeconomic status. To that end, I 
will be naive if I thought constituents of District 1 and Texas City will always agree? We won’t. 
Nonetheless, that is the beauty of Democracy, that we reach a compromise and come to an 
amicable consensus as all our voices matter. Similarly, if we pause for a moment to listen to 
sentiment as opposed to eliciting rancor, then we’ll understand our life principles consist of more 
similarities than differences.  

On balance, I will be the first to admit, I do not have all the answers, albeit what I do 
know is that collective governance is a people’s government. This is the reason why I am 
running for Texas City Commissioner District 1. I want to hear the voices of the citizens and 
progress our communities forward. The need to take action for our tomorrow is today! Vote 
Keith Henry for Commissioner District 1.            


